
"But, young man, do you not realize that there are miles and 
miles of beach and there are starfish all along every mile? You 
can't possibly make a difference!" Most of us have read one 
version or an other of this story. The young man, facing a seem-
ingly impossible task of returning an innumerable amount of 
starfish back into the safety of the ocean. Most of us have also 
faced similar situations in our own lives! Every time we have the 
opportunity to choose. Are we going to ignore it or make a dif-
ference?  
 

The church of one of the pastors we know has been facing a 
rapidly depleting benevolent fund. They are not the only ones! 
Their approach is very New Testament like: Each home is look-
ing for some valuable item that is then donated and auctioned off 
and the proceeds go into the fund for needy families! Every item 
makes a difference in someone else’s life! 
 

Shepherd’s Refuge has been the recipient of smaller and larger 
donations. Like the widow with the mite, the Lord sees the heart 
of the giver, and so there are blessings poured out that do not 
depend on the amount. Every bit makes a difference in a pastor’s 
life! 
 

The Atlanta area has thousands of churches. This ministry is not 
only available to them, but to those across the country, and even 
overseas. But, we can only serve one pastor or couple at a time. 
As we do this, we can make a difference, small compared to the 
need, but big in each pastor’s life.  
 

Talking about pastors. H.B. London Jr. in his book “Pause, Re-
charge, Refresh” reminds pastors why they are needed: 

�  Bring stability in a nation that is spinning out of control. 
“We need you to point us to God.” 

�  There are so many questions. Why killing the innocent? 
Why so much corruption? Why is the church not getting 
more involved? “We need to know what you think.” 

�  Christianity is under attack. “We need you to encourage us, 
to guide us.” 

�  We see truth undermined at every turn. “We need you to tell 
us, ’Thus says the Lord’.” 

�  We need consistency. “We need to be able to look at you 
and know that you practice what you preach. We need to 
see a renewal of faith in you and what you represent. We 
need to be able to trust your morals, your commitment, and 
your determination. We want to do that with confidence. 
We need you now more than ever...at your best!”  

And, to top it off we find in Hebrews 13:17 a little quoted scrip-
ture: “Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They 
keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey 
them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that 
would be of no advantage to you.” 
 

Is that a tall order or what? Remember the starfish story. As 
these pastors serve their congregation they make a difference, 
one at a time. As we serve these pastors, we can make a differ-
ence, one at a time.  
As you pray for this ministry, or support it financially, you can 
make a difference, one at a time. 
 
Mat 9:37 - 38 Then He said to His disciples, The harvest truly is 
plenteous, but the laborers are few.  
Therefore pray to the Lord of the harvest that He will send out 
laborers into His harvest. 
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